
Minutes for Morongo Basin Haven Meeting  
East Valley Homeless Provider Network 

March 17, 2017 10:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M. 
County of San Bernardino Probation Office Meeting Room - 63665 29 Palms Hwy – Joshua Tree, CA 92252 

OPENING 
REMARKS 

PRESENTER ACTION/OUTCOME 

-Welcome & 
Introductions 

-
Approve  Minutes 

 

Elizabeth 
Kirkland & Heidi 

Albright 
 

-Meeting was called to order at 10:01 A.M. 
-Introductions 
-February 17th Minutes - approved by majority, 1st Astrid Johnson, 2nd Wayne 
Hamilton 
- Next meeting, April 21, 2017 presenter TBD. 

DISCUSSION 
ITEMS 

  

-Agenda Items 
& Updates 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Wayne Hamilton 
 
 
 
 
 

Heidi Albright 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Members 
 
 

 

 

Program Updates:  
• HEAP funding has just been awarded and available. HEAP workshops still 

occurring twice a month in Joshua Tree 
• Housing Assistance grants have not yet been awarded, so no assistance 

available through CAP or Catholic Charities 
• Landlords are shifting toward vacation rentals and if they are long-term 

rentals the criterion is making it nearly impossible to place low-income or 
homeless. No known resolutions at this time. 

Resources:  
• Roy’s Desert Resource Center is confirmed to be closing 6/24/17. No new 

intakes, Coachella Valle Rescue Mission and Martha’s Village may still be 
resources but are in Indio and waitlisted.  

• All Hours Adult Services presented at MDT, may be good resource to bring 
in for a presentation, as they are an assisted living, long-term-care 
placement program for low-income.  

• Joshua Springs Church is discussing a possible substance abuse program in 
Joshua Tree or Desert Hot Springs (no confirmed plans). Max is the 
contact there per Tina McPherson at Homeless 101 

• CoC Funding is now focused on Permanent supportive housing or the like, 
so shelters are going to be ramping down. Must begin looking for housing 
providers.  

• HOST or Homeless Outreach Support Team information provided 
• County Homeless services fact sheet distributed 
• Food distribution, low-cost transportation and housing resources 

provided. No changes from before.  
• CMC has homeless student shower and supplies program ongoing. Open 

from 1 pm – 4pm toiletries and towels provided, donated clothing 
available.  

• Laundry service available through Desert Arch, vouchers for 2 loads a 
month in Joshua Tree (soap and softener provided). Vouchers obtained 
from Alfreda Wright at LSS, Robin Schlosser at 29 Palms Senior Center and 
at the Lutheran Church on Hailey Rd in Joshua Tree.  

Announcements: 
• Pacific Clinics Resource Fair will be on 4/1/2017 from 10 am to 2 pm at the 

Bell Center at CMC. Contact Matt Cast for more info.  
• MB Rotary is doing a food giveaway at Stater Brothers on 4/1 from 9 am – 

4pm  
• CMC will have a Job and Resource fair on 4/19/2017 from 10 am – 2 pm at 

the Bell Center at CMC.  
• Desert Arch is doing a Bag Giveaway, which provides a reusable shopping 

bag with canned goods, utensils, hygiene and other items. These are 
available at multiple sites.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Todd Holder 
 
 

• Morongo Basin Health Care District will have a Health and Resource fair 
on 5/13/2017 at the Yucca Valley Community Center. Contact Ben or 
Sheree for more information.  

• Save the date: SBC Homeless Summit will be on 11/15/2017, more 
information will be distributed as it becomes available.  

Presentation:  
• RBEST – Recovery Based Engagement Support Team, field based 

supportive services for the severely persistently mentally ill. Funded by 
the offices for Innovation. Is an alternative to the DBH’s Laura’s Law 
programs. The target population are adults who are not yet connected to 
services due to impaired insight into their mental illness. May have co-
occurring substance abuse. Primary focus is homeless or at risk of 
homelessness. They use a LEAP approach (Listen, empathize, agree and 
partner) with holistic interventions which build trust with the client and 
link them to resources and services to improve their quality of life. Ability 
to pay is not an issue. Referrals into the program may come from any 
source. Flyer was distributed.  

Old Business, New Business, Roundtable:  
• PITC –ICH may release tentative numbers soon. Possible update next 

month.   
• Grant Committee – Haven has decided to start looking at ways to provide 

additional help in the community. Talks are underway about possible 
small, criterion based monetary grants to programs to help clients 
maintain stable housing or obtain necessary services or supplies. Liz, 
Shelly, Wayne, Sharon and Heidi to be body of the committee. A first 
report will be presented at the next meeting. 

• SOAR – SOAR is a SAMHSA, SSI/SSDI Outreach, Access and Recovery 
program. SBC CoC will be hosting a hybrid training for SOAR on May 3 &4.  
Limited space. Information on what SOAR is and contact for Michele 
Bletcher to get more details provided.  

• Pathways to Homelessness is still being used to enter those in need into a 
countywide database and it shows a growing demand in the Morongo 
Basin.  

• No Child Left Unsheltered and VASH programs active in Victorville, contact 
through main line for intake.  

• Future Project Connect discussed, Liz to contact the county to begin 
planning.  

• Voting for 2017-2019 Committee Leaders: 
o   Elizabeth Kirkland was nominated. Elizabeth accepted 

nomination; vote was all in favor (12 present, three by absentee 
vote) none opposed for the re-election of Elizabeth Kirkland for 
Chair Person.  

o Heidi Albright was nominated for Vice Chair. Heidi accepted the 
nomination. Vote was all in favor (12 present, 3 by absentee 
vote), none opposed for the re-election of Heidi Albright for Vice 
Chair. 

o Wayne Hamilton was nominated for Secretary. Wayne declined 
the nomination.  

o Tina McPherson was nominated for Secretary. Tina McPherson 
accepted the nomination. Vote was all in favor (12 present) for 
the election of Tina for Secretary.  

• Case presentations:  
o Community College student, female, sleeping in her car needing 

safe place to park overnight. Suggestions provided by 
membership: WalMart, CMC & Lake Bed.  

o “Marie” at WalMart several failed attempts to house and 
connect to services. Homeless 101 will try to link to RBEST 
program.  



• Meeting adjourned at 11:20 a.m. 
UPCOMING  

  

Next 
Meeting 

 April 21, 2017,Presenter to be announced  
San Bernardino County Probation Office – Meeting room                                                              
 63665 Twenty-nine Palms Hwy., Joshua Tree, CA 92252                                                                     
10:00 A.M – 11:30 A.M. 

 
 

March 17, 2017 Attendees:  

LAST NAME FIRST 
NAME 

AGENCY PHONE 
NUMBER 

EMAIL ADDRESS 

Kirkland Elizabeth  Valley Star BH 760-853-4888 ekirkland@starsinc.com  
Robinson Rhonda DBH-SB County 909-677-0299 rrobinson@dbh.sbcounty.gov  
Schumacher Kelly Food 4 Life 760-819-3054 Nordic922772@yahoo.com 
Smith Patrick Food 4 Life 760-819-3054 Nordic922772@yahoo.com 
Albright Heidi MBH District  760-366-1550 halbright@mbhdistrict.org  
Johnson Astrid MB Arch 760-861-6443 Skyviewfarm29@gmail.com  

Costello Ben MBH District 760-366-1546 bcostello@mbhdistrict.org  
Fansler Sheree MBH District 760-366-1546 sfansler@mbhdistrict.org  

Meese  Debbie Homeless 101 760-228-2018 debbiemeese@hotmail.com 
McPherson Tine  Homeless 101 760-285-0715 Tina.mcpherson@hotmail.com  
Velasquez Vicky CMC-EOPS 760-366-3791 vvelasquez@cmcd.edu  
Hamilton  Wayne MUSD  760-401-0375  
Luttrell Deanna OHS 909-386-8225 dluttrell@dbh.sbcounty.gov  
Ary Mary DBH 909-659-4309 MAry@dbh.sbcounty.gov  
Holder Todd DBH   
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