Minutes for Morongo Basin Haven
East Valley Homeless Provider Network

May 19, 2017 10:00 A.M. – 11:30 A.M.
County of San Bernardino Probation Office Meeting Room - 63665 29 Palms Hwy – Joshua Tree, CA 92252
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REMARKS
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Agenda Items &
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Wayne Hamilton

Heidi Albright

Committee

ACTION/OUTCOME
•
•
•

Meeting called to order at 10:00 am
Introductions
Catherine Sexton motioned to move to accept April minutes as written and
Susie Cartwright seconded the motion, all in favor

Program Updates
•
HEAP has been funded for 2017 and is now accepting applications at the 2
Joshua Tree sessions a month. Typically applicants can get a credit of $300$400 on their chosen utility (electric or gas), more may be available for special
situations.
•
CAP Rental Assistance has not been funded yet.
•
Catholic Charities has funding from multiple sources and is open for intake
appointments. They have both utility assistance and rental assistance among
other resources.
•
Salvation Army has limited funds to help w/ utilities and supplies.
Resource Updates
•
Shanese Campbell from Spirit and Truth Worship Center Church announced
that every Tuesday they have food distributions from 5pm to 7pm and on the
3rd Tuesday it is enhanced by the USDA.
•
Wayne Hamilton reports that a property owner was approached by an
organization to use a building for food distribution and possible food pantry in
Yucca Valley. Unknown status at this time.
•
Discussion began about available affordable units in the local area. Many
available units are being converted to short-term vacation rentals or AirBnB’s
and are not available to those in need. Discussion began about how to protect
property owners from damage caused by tenants, especially those referred by
housing providers. The only protection afforded property owners, per this
discussion, is the property owner’s personal insurance companies. Housing
providers cannot insure for damages. Crystal at Step-Up does confirm that the
housing authority does do an annual inspection of the home for both the
property owner’s interests and the tenants’ rights to reasonable standards of
living.
•
There was a discussion about available resources for elderly and medically
needy persons. It was determined that there are no specific services for this
population as medical conditions often disqualify persons from transitional
and supportive housing.
Grant Committee
•
Committee met on 5/11/2017 to discuss parameters for financial assistance in
the community using MB Haven funds.
•
Committee members are Elizabeth Kirkland, Heidi Albright, Shelly Licata,
Wayne Hamilton and Sharon Cisneros.
•
MB Haven receives donations to resolve, prevent or reduce the suffering of
homelessness in the Morongo Basin. Originally, the funds were to be
distributed to a housing provider that agreed to build an emergency shelter in
the Morongo Basin and/or has been used to purchase supplies such as
hygiene kits, sleeping bags, socks, bus passes and food gift cards. These items
will continue to be purchased and distributed by MB Haven.

•

Elizabeth Kirkland

Crystal Chavira

The Committee Changed title from Grant to Resource Assistance Committee
because there will be no grant processes or money distributed to individuals
or organizations and the purpose is to fill in the gaps in available homeless
resources in the community.
•
The processes are in the preliminary planning stages. The committee had
determined that MB Haven will help fund otherwise unmet needs to prevent,
resolve or reduce the suffering of homelessness in the communities
represented by the MB Haven. Only MB Haven partners will be considered
and all requesting parties will be vetted by these partner. All other resources
must be exhausted or otherwise unavailable before the committee will
consider funding the need. No monies will be given to individuals; all financial
supports will be distributed directly to the utility, property owner, or other
debtor as an anonymous donation. Otherwise supports will be provided in the
form of gift cards, products or other tangible items purchased by MB Haven
and given to vetting organization to distribute to the individuals in need.
There will be no public announcement of this benefit and it will be capitated
to $2500 a year. Individuals may only be assisted once in a 12-month period
and repeated requests will be redirected to service providers for review of
sustainability options and training.
ICH Update
•
Waitlists for project based voucher programs are open in the Morongo Basin
for 3 bedroom apartments. The application is on the HASBC’s website.
Discussion reviled that complexes do have open waitlists but available units
are not available and applicants are being told they will have a minimum wait
of 6 months. It was recommended that all persons needing housing to apply
to be put on the wait lists for all projects in the area as each project has units
available at different times. Further questions were redirected to the HASBC’s
website and/or contact person.
•
Elizabeth reports that Supervisor Ramos recommended a review of the ICH’s
proposed project lists because the Morongo Basin was 5th on a secondary list
but has no current projects in process. It was noted that areas with multiple
projects and available units were further up on the list and Supervisor Ramos
recognized this as a possible misattribution to the needs in the Morongo
Basin.
•
It is recommended that ALL housing requests be entered into the 211
Coordinated Entry system to assure that persons in need are linked to all
appropriate and available services in the county and data is collected at the
CoC. This intake interview may take up to 20 minutes and many persons in
need will need assistance, so it is recommended that service provider support
the individuals while completing this process.
Presentation
•
Step-Up is essentially an independent housing authority serving the San
Bernardino County. They are a low-demand housing provider that provides
tenant based voucher programs for people experiencing chronic
homelessness with co-occurring disorders whose dysfunction cannot selfresolve without intensive supports and stable housing. Chronic homelessness
is based on HUD criterion. Referrals are received through the coordinated
entry system using 211 only, no direct referrals, no pathways to housing
referrals. Each application is triaged based on level of dysfunction and
duration of homelessness. If a person is unable to complete the phone intake
via 211 due to their mental illness or substance abuse issues, Step-Up may
have a field coordinator come to the client to complete the VISPDAT. All cases
are provided 24-hr Case Management if needed. Currently Step-Up has issued
131 vouchers in San Bernardino County and is beginning to see units coming
on-line starting in July.
•
The program has not yet received any 211 referrals for the Morongo Basin.
Crystal reports that once one referral is received from this area the housing
specialists will begin their search for available units via project based

Elizabeth Kirkland

All Attendees

All Attendees

UPCOMING

programs and/or property owner relationship building. Case Management
and one-on-one therapy linkage will begin immediately for high tiered
individuals.
Old Business
•
Point-In-Time Count final report is available online. Elizabeth notes that the
numbers for the Morongo Basin have not changed much but that the need for
homeless services in this area are becoming more apparent to the county and
state officials.
New Business
•
For those interested, please call our congressional representative, Cook, to
advocate for services in the area. The number is 202-224-3121 and 202-2255861.
•
HPN East Region is proposing a free training for Training Informed Care that
will focus primarily on unaccompanied women. The Proposed date for this
training is September 20 at Loma Linda University. A list of interested persons
was taken by Elizabeth to submit to the HPN for consideration.
•
Room & Board Advisory Board will be presenting in June. This board is a peer
directed advisory coalition.
•
Joshua Springs Church has a sobering living house on Paxton in Yucca Valley.
Admissions are limited to church members.
•
Lori Cosgriff at the 29 Palms Food Pantry is bringing together community food
distribution and service providers along with Waste Not from Orange County
to discuss implementation of Waste Not program in the Morongo Basin. Kelly
Schumacher reports that this would include partnerships with restaurants,
grocery stores and the like. Meetings TBA.
•
Members had heard about a meeting that occurred on 5/19 at 1 pm that was
called “Reach Out to the Homeless” no members had attended and most
were not aware of the event.
Roundtable
•
Suzie reminded the group that the Pacific Clinic’s Santa Fe Social Club is a
peer-lead drop in center for persons with a diagnosed mental illness and that
free meals are served daily as well as monthly food drives and bread/pastry
giveaways.
•
Mental Health Systems in Yucca Valley also offers a low-demand drop in
center for persons aged 13 and over. MHS provides snacks, activities and
resource linkage services.
•
Reach Out Yucca Valley is holding a Bar-B-Que for Teens on the first Friday of
each month from 3pm – 5pm at the Yucca Valley Community Park. The
purpose of the event is to interact with local Teens and build rapport. Wayne
Hamilton has agreed to bring left-over hygiene bags and sleeping bags from
the PITC to Reach Out so they may distribute to persons in need.
•
Reachout Yucca Valley has a new program that provides Nutritional Classes
and Obesity prevention programs. Contact for this is Kendra Griffin 760-3657130 or kendra@we-reachout.org
•
Desert Arch has put together 30 bags of food and supplies and has given
these to service providers to distribute to the needy.
•
Desert Arch was also awarded money from the Joshua Tree Sunrise Rotary to
help fund the purchase of food for the needy. Astrid Johnson accepted the
check for the organization.
•
Food for Life continues their Saturday free meals from 3pm to 5pm at their 29
Palms location. Kelly Schumacher reports that Food for Life is currently
delivering 150 meals to shut-ins in the area and continues to provide
emergency food provisions.
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760-819-3054
760-861-6437

Nordic922772@yahoo.com
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Dept. Aging & Adult Svcs
Dept. Behavioral Health
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760-895-3405
760-365-7649
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