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Department of Behavioral Health 
INFORMATION NOTICE 17-09 

All Department of Behavioral Health (DBH) Behavioral Health Staff, Contract 
Agencies and Fee-For-Services (FFS) Providers 

Veronica Kelley, LCSW, Director 

Implementation of the Diagnostic and Statistical an of Mental Disorders, 
Fifth Edition (DSM-5), and Updates to the Int ational Classification of 
Diseases, Tenth Edition (ICD-10-CM) . 

The purpose of this Information Notice is to alert DBH, contract agencies, 
and FF$ providers of two (2) important updates related to diagnosing. Failure 
to implement the new charting and billing procedures could result in non­
compliance with State regulations and/or disallowance of Medi-Cal 
reimbursement. 

Update 1: Implementation of the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, 
Fifth Edition (DSM-5) 

Background The Department of Health Care Services (DHCS) released Information 
Notice 16-051 on October 7, 2016, requiring all County Mental Health Plans 
to utilize the DSM-5 to make diagnostic determinations for the purposes of 
determining if beneficiaries meet medical necessity criteria for Medi-Cal 
specialty mental health services (SMHS). 

Needed Action Beginning April 1, 2017, all DBH and contract providers must begin reporting 
both. the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders, Fifth Edition 
(DSM-5) and the International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Edition, 
Clinical Modification (ICD-10-CM) codes in the beneficiary's clinical record. 
Providers will not be expected to go back into prior documentation and 
update a diagnosis for services prior to April 1, 2017. 

DBH Quality Management has released updated versions of the following 
chart documentation forms that include the ability to document both the 
DSM-5 and the ICD-10-CM codes. 
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http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Documents/MHSUDS Information Notices/MHSUDS_Information_Notice_16-051_Implementation_of_the_DSM-5_FINAL_PDF.pdf
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Documents/MHSUDS Information Notices/MHSUDS_Information_Notice_16-051_Implementation_of_the_DSM-5_FINAL_PDF.pdf


http://wp.sbcounty.gov/dbh/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/CLP022.pdf
http://wp.sbcounty.gov/dbh/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/CLP013_fillable.pdf
http://wp.sbcounty.gov/dbh/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/QM005.pdf
https://psychiatry.org/psychiatrists/practice/dsm
http://psychiatryonline.org/pb-assets/dsm/update/DSM5Update2016.pdf
http://psychiatryonline.org/pb-assets/dsm/update/DSM5Update2016.pdf
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Documents/MHSUDS Information Notices/MHSUDS_17-004_Enc1.pdf
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Documents/MHSUDS Information Notices/MHSUDS_17-004_Enc1.pdf
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Documents/MHSUDS Information Notices/MHSUDS_17-004_Enc2.pdf
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Documents/MHSUDS Information Notices/MHSUDS_17-004_Enc2.pdf
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/ADPBulletins/MHSUDS Information Notice 16-030 ICD 10 Enclosure.pdf
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/ADPBulletins/MHSUDS Information Notice 16-030 ICD 10 Enclosure.pdf


http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Pages/MHSUDS-Information-Notices.aspx
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Documents/MHSUDS Information Notices/MHSUDS_17-004_Enc1.pdf


http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Documents/MHSUDS Information Notices/MHSUDS_17-004_Enc1.pdf
http://www.dhcs.ca.gov/formsandpubs/Documents/MHSUDS Information Notices/MHSUDS_17-004_Enc2.pdf
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