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Suicide Prevention Training Requirements 

The purpose of this information notice (IN) is to ensure DBH workforce, 
including Contract Agencies and Fee-for-Service providers, are informed 
of the new Suicide Prevention Training requirements for Board of 
Psychology (BOP) and Board of Behavioral Sciences (BBS) applicants 
and licensees. 

This IN is in response to the enactment of California Assembly Billa (AB) 
89 and AB 1436. The new requirements apply to current licensed 
practitioners, as well as recent graduates and pre-licensed professionals. 
AB 89 became effective January 1, 2020, and applies to BOP applicants 
and licensees. AB 1436 becomes affective January 1, 2021, and applies 
to BBS applicants and licensees. Existing law requires a person applying 
for renewal or reinstatement of an active license to certify under penalty 
of perjury that he or she has fulfilled the continuing professional 
development requirements. All professionals must retain proof of training 
completion in the event the respective board requests such 
documentation. 

The information below applies to psychologists applying for licensure, and 
license renewals. 

• Effective January 1, 2020, an applicant for licensure as a
psychologist with the BOP shall show completion of a minimum of
six (6) hours of coursework or applied experience under
supervision In suicide assessment and intervention.

• At time of his/her first (1-> renewal, §tf§! January 1, 2020, licensee
will be required to attest to meeting a one-time. six (6) hour, suicide
risk assessment and intervention coursework or applied
experience requirement.

• Licensees with inactive or expired licenses shall meet the six (6)
hour training requirement prior to renewing/reactivating his/her
license.
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB89
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1436
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180AB1436
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https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/suicide_prevention.pdf
https://www.bbs.ca.gov/pdf/suicide_prevention.pdf
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