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Survivor reinvents career  
 

 

Liberata Ashilevi was a survivor of the Rwandan Genocide who immigrated to the 
United States as a refugee.  As a resident of Loma Linda, she turned to the San 
Bernardino County Workforce Development Board’s America’s Job Center of California 
(AJCC) for help with building her career. Today she enjoys working in the Loma Linda 
University Medical Center Operating Room caring for others. 
 
Though she was a certified physician’s assistant in Zambia, Liberata took a 
housekeeping job when she arrived in the United States.  When she was laid off from 
this position, she felt she had nowhere to turn.   
 
“When I was laid off, I panicked,” Liberata exclaimed.  “When I arrived at the San 
Bernardino America’s Job Center of California and met their staff, I became hopeful 
about my future.” 
 
Workforce Development Specialist Nidia Vargas was assigned to handle Liberata’s 
case. The two women soon formed a bond that Liberata says is everlasting. 
 
At the AJCC, Liberata received career counseling, and help with her job search, 
resume, and interview skills.  The Workforce Development Board also provided funding 
for her to earn her Certified Nurse Assistant (CNA) certificate, to put her on a new 
career path, and assisted with travel to classes and job interviews.  
 
As a result of the service she received, Liberata was well prepared to answer questions 
volleyed to her by the Loma Linda University Medical Center Operating Room 
Technician position interview panel.  Her first call to share the good news was to Nidia 
at the AJCC.   
 
“It is always heartening to hear success stories such as Liberata’s,” said San Bernardino 
County Board of Supervisors Chairman James Ramos.  “It is validation that the County 
is serving its residents well, and working to attain countywide prosperity.”  
 
Liberata has already received a promotion and looks forward to a successful career.  
She has embraced the American Dream with a contagious exuberance. 
 
“Our staff’s care and concern for the people we are helping lends to successful 
outcomes for job seekers,” said Workforce Development Board Executive Director 
Sandy Harmsen.  “This is an example of how our staff members are truly dedicated to 
helping others achieve their goals.” 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCO74e_LzYlz49vJVMnsCp3A
https://twitter.com/InlandEmpireJob
https://www.linkedin.com/company/san-bernardino-county-workforce-investment-board
https://www.facebook.com/SBWIB
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About the Workforce Development Board of San Bernardino County 
 
The Workforce Development Board of San Bernardino County (WDB) is comprised of 
private business representatives and public partners appointed by the County of San 
Bernardino Board of Supervisors.  The WDB strives to strengthen the skills of the 
County’s workforce through partnerships with business, education and community-
based organizations. The County of San Bernardino Board of Supervisors is committed 
to providing county resources, which generate jobs and investment in line with the 
Countywide Vision. 
 
The Workforce Development Board, through the County of San Bernardino's Economic 
Development Agency and Workforce Development Department, operates the County of 
San Bernardino's three America's Job Centers of California (AJCC). The AJCCs provide 
individuals with job training, placement and the tools to strengthen their skills to achieve 
a higher quality of life. The AJCCs also support and provide services to the County's 
businesses, including employee recruitment and business retention programs. 
 
Employers and job seekers who are interested in the Workforce Development Board 
programs may call: (800) 451-JOBS or visit www.csb-win.org. Also follow us on: 
Facebook www.facebook.com/SBWIB; Twitter @InlandEmpireJob; and YouTube 
http://www.youtube.com/SBCountyWIB.  

 

 

http://cms.sbcounty.gov/cao-vision/home.aspx
http://www.csb-win.org/
https://www.facebook.com/SBWIB
http://www.youtube.com/SBCountyWIB

