
 

 

 

 

 

Workforce Investment Board announces appointment of new 
members 

  

 
Board welcomes new members 
 
San Bernardino, Calif.  (February 13, 2014). The County of San Bernardino Workforce Investment Board, 
which oversees the use of federal dollars to train local job seekers and support employers, has announced 
the appointment of two new members and a vice chair. 
 
The Board has named Audrey Mathews as interim Vice Chair. Mathews was honored in 2013 for more than 
35 years of work in local and state governments as a professor, budget director, planning commissioner and 
consultant. She received the American Society for Public Administration’s Elmer B. Staats Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

In addition to serving on the Workforce Investment Board, Mathews works with the County’s Planning 
Commission and sits as a legislative advisor to the National Association of Workforce Boards, and the 
California Workforce Association.  She has written multiple workforce initiatives and testimony that was 
submitted to Senate and House subcommittees on workforce issues. 

Audrey is CEO of Mathews and Associates, an organizational behavior and diversity management-consulting 
firm.  She will be Interim vice Chair until elections are held in March. 

Dr. Dale Marsden, newly appointed member of the Board, is Superintendent of San Bernardino City Unified 
School District. He is well known for his work in engaging employers and community partners to help 
students graduate and pursue college and a successful career. With the Alliance for Education, a partnership 
between businesses and educators, he played an integral role in a national initiative, called STEAM, to ensure 
more students enter careers in science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics.  The father of four 
began his teaching career in 1985, working his way up to Superintendent of Victor Elementary School District 
before being appointed to his current role in 2012. He also served in the US Air Force, where he earned 
several awards. 

Gary Watson, Deputy Director of the Employment Services Program (ESP) for the County of San Bernardino 
Transitional Assistance Department, was also appointed as a member of the Board.  The ESP helps clients 
receiving cash aid remove barriers to employment, develop self-esteem, and prepare to find and retain 
employment. Watson has more than 20 years of human services experience including programming, budget 
and operations to provide support to needy families in San Bernardino County. 

“The San Bernardino County Workforce Investment Board has a national reputation for excellence due to the 
active leadership and team work of its members,” said San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors Chair 
Janice Rutherford. “These dedicated individuals, collectively representing business, government, and 
community organizations, bring their best to the table.” 
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The Workforce Investment Board partners with the County’s largest industry sectors to identify the needs of 
the workforce and employers and to support training programs that prepare residents to enter careers in 
growing industries. 

“Our Workforce Investment Board has become a national model due to the efforts and creativity of our 
members,” said Sandy Harmsen, Executive Director of the Board. “Their decisions impact the lives of 
thousands of at-risk youth through our Workforce Investment Act Youth program as well as adults and 
veterans who find career and training opportunities through our three America’s Job Centers of California.” 

 


