
 

 

 

 

 

San Bernardino Workforce Investment Board Director receives 
national leadership award 

  

 
National Workforce Development group recognizes Sandy Harmsen for outstanding performance in a challenging 
environment 
 
SAN BERNARDINO, CA (July 23, 2014)—The County of San Bernardino Workforce Investment Board 
announced today that their Executive Director, Sandy Harmsen, has been named by the National Association 
of Workforce Development Professionals (NAWDP) as the 2014 recipient of its Leadership Award for 
outstanding leadership in a challenging environment. 
 
NAWDP, a professional development organization with more than 3,500 members nationwide, recognizes 
individuals each year who have shown outstanding leadership in the workforce development field. The award 
was presented as part of the 2014 Advancing the Profession Awards celebration at the association’s annual 
conference in Denver on May 5. 

Harmsen was recognized this year for her willingness to take on challenges. During her tenure as Director, 
she has overcome budget cuts, sequestration and, most recently, a government shutdown. While some 
Workforce Investment Boards laid off staff and were forced to reduce services to their residents, Sandy’s 
leadership allowed all America’s Job Centers of California in San Bernardino County to remain open and fully 
staffed. 

NAWDP named Sandy because of her ability to motivate people in the midst of adversity, inspiring staff to 
work hard and change lives.  She believes in the mission of the County Board of Supervisors and the 
Workforce Investment Board and has been instrumental in breaking down silos and leveraging funding to 
bring the local community together in a collaborative effort to serve the citizens of San Bernardino 
County.  Under Sandy’s guidance, the Workforce Investment Board has excelled and been recognized as 
being innovative and progressive in workforce programs at the local, state, and national levels. 

“Sandy is a tremendous advocate for employers and jobseekers in our County,” San Bernardino County Board 
of Supervisors Chair Janice Rutherford said. “Under her leadership, the Workforce Investment Board 
continues to develop innovative programs targeted to assist residents in building necessary skills to secure 
employment.” 
 
Harmsen is a leader among leaders and workforce professionals, according to the NAWDP announcement, 
making her an ideal recipient for the 2014 Leadership Award. 
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