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Three in ten kindergartners assessed suffer from untreated tooth decay5.Did you know?

Students with a toothache in the last 6 months were 4 times more 
likely to have a lower grade point average than their healthier 

counterparts1.

Students' absences due to dental problems cost CA school districts 
about $29.7 million annually2.

California children miss 874,000 school days each year due to dental 
problems3. 

3 in 10 Californian adults avoid smiling and 1 in 4 feel 
embarrassment due to the condition of their mouth and teeth4. 

Visits to the Emergency Department for Preventable dental conditions (e.g. tooth decay), 2012-2016.  

Many children end up at the Emergency Department for preventable dental 
conditions. Furthermore, of all children, rates were highest among our 

youngest (0-5 year olds)6.

Less than half of our County's Medi-Cal eligible children had a dental visit in 

the past year7.  
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Percent of Medi-Cal children who used a preventive dental service in 2016.  

Adults in our County have high unmet oral health care needs.
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Percent of adults who lost one or more permanent tooth to dental disease, 2014.  

Our County has a shortage of Medi-Cal Dental Providers.
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Tooth decay continues to be prevalent in our County's children.

Use of services by low-income children is lower than CA average. 

Forty-four percent (44%) of adults in our region (includes San Bernardino, Riverside 

and Ontario metro areas) have lost a permanent tooth to decay or gum disease8.

Only 33% of pregnant women in San Bernardino County had a dental visit 

during pregnancy, a rate significantly lower than CA average9.

Percent of pregnant women who had a dental visit during pregnancy, 2015-16.  

Use of services by our County's pregnant women is lower than CA. 

Less than one in ten (9.7%) dentists practicing in San Bernardino County 

treats patients insured through Medi-Cal10.  
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Summary:

Funder: California Department of Public Health 
Lead Agency: San Bernardino County Department of Public Health 

Populations Served: All, with a focus on underserved and vulnerable populations
Main Focus: Public health services and population-level disease prevention

Overarching Program Goals: 

1. Health promotion and disease prevention: Improve oral health by addressing determinants of health and promoting healthy
habits and population-based prevention interventions.
2. Establish and expand community-clinical linkages: Increase utilization of dental services by supporting and sustaining
community-clinical linkages. 
3. Facilitate collaboration and coordinate county-wide efforts: Improve prevention and early treatment services by
facilitating increased collaboration among payers, public health programs, health care systems, professional organizations, and 
educational institutions.
4. Communication and health education: Develop and improve communication strategies to inform and educate the public,
dental teams, and decision makers about oral health information, programs, and policies.
5. Disease surveillance and program evaluation: Develop a data, surveillance and evaluation system to measure key
indicators of oral health and track progress.

In 2018, a Local Oral Health Program (LOHP) was established in San Bernardino County. The program aims to work in 
alignment with and towards achieving goals and objectives outlined in the California State Oral Health Plan, 2018-2028. The 
California Oral Health Plan is a 10-year framework for addressing oral health disparities in local communities and statewide, 
built to align with the four focus areas of the California Wellness Plan: healthy communities; optimal health systems linked with 
community prevention; accessible and usable health information; and prevention sustainability and capacity. The program is 
funded by the California Department of Public Health, Office of Oral Health through funds generated as results of passage 
of the California Healthcare, Research and Prevention Tobacco Tax Act of 2016 (Proposition 56 Tobacco Tax). 

The LOHP is tasked with improving oral health, especially of vulnerable and high-risk populations, through assessment, 
planning, health promotion and education, population-level disease control and prevention, and ca pacity-building. This program 
will also focus on coordinating county-wide efforts and building partnerships. The first year of the grant was devoted to 
conducting a comprehensive community oral health needs assessment, and developing a stakeholder-informed strategic 
plan and evaluation plan.
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San Bernardino County Local Oral Health
Department of Public Health
Email: OralHealth@dph.sbcounty.gov
Phone: (909)-387-6584 

Contact us: 

The first-ever Oral Health Strategic Plan for San Bernardino County is expected to be published in May 2019. 


